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Introduction

For several years, there have been complaints that the participation of strong Asian players is interfering too strongly with the determination of the European championship. It is not, however, considered benificial to deny such players entry to the congress. Such action would be contrary to the open spirit of the congress, where players from around the world are welcome to participate.

Several proposals have already been discussed at the AGM of the EGF, but no definitive choice has as of yet been made. The organizers of the European Go Congress 2009 propose to add a new knock-out phase to the tournament system of the 2009 congress, meant to determine the European Champion. This proposal comprises a one time experiment, and is not intented to regulate congresses beyond that of 2009. This document describes the system, its advantages and its disadvantages.

Under the proposed system, the first seven rounds of the tournament proceed as they have in the past, with the McMahon system and a 32 player supergroup consisting of the top 24 European players and an additional 8 non-European players. For the EGC 2009, we would like to proceed with a knockout tournament amongst the best 8 European participants after round 7. The wednesday after the 7th round is a free day and can, if needed, be used to play additional qualifier matches among tied players to determine the final 8.

Players that are knocked out in this final phase will be entered back into the main McMahon tournament for the remaining rounds.
European players, in this context, are those eligible to become European champion according to EGF regulations.

Advantages of this proposal

· Lessened interference by the participating strong Asian players in determining the European champion.

· No need for tie-breaking methods like Sum-of-Opponent-Scores or similar systems to determine the European champion.

· Increased possibilities for publicity and for live coverage due to the exiting nature of knock-out matches.

· A tournament that is guaranteed to be exiting until the very last day, no player can achieve the championship before that last day.

Disadvantages of this proposal

· The possibility exists that players that have already met in earlier rounds will meet again in the knock-out phase.

· Asian participants will no longer be able to play against some of the top European players in the final three rounds.

· Players with more points from the first seven rounds may be knocked out by those with less points.

System description

The tournament will proceed according to the current system for the first 7 rounds. After round 7, the best 8 European players will be selected for the knock-out phase.

Selection

Any player that has at least one more point than the 8th best European player will automatically be selected for the top 8 knock-out. Remaining places will be distributed among those players with a score equal to that of the 8th best player.

If the number of players in this group is equal to the number of remaining places, they will all qualify automatically. No additional qualifying matches will be played.

If the number of players is larger then, but not twice as large as, the remaining number of places, the best among them, based on EGF tiebreaking regulations, will be selected to participate in the knock-out automatically. Additional players will receive free placement until the number of remaining players is exactly twice the number of remaining places. These remaining players will play an additional round of qualifying matches

If the number of players is twice the number of remaining places or more, a number of players equal to twice the number of remaining places will be selected based on the EGF tie-breaking regulations. These players will play an additional round of qualifying matches, while those not selected will not participate in the knock-out phase.

See also the following table for an overview of how many players will automatically be selected or discarded based on remaining places and players.

	
	Number of places remaining in top 8

	Players
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

	1
	-1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	0
	-2
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	1
	-1
	-3
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	2
	0
	-2
	-4
	
	
	
	

	5
	3
	1
	-1
	-3
	-5
	
	
	

	6
	4
	2
	0
	-2
	-4
	-6
	
	

	7
	5
	3
	1
	-1
	-3
	-5
	-7
	

	8
	6
	4
	2
	0
	-2
	-4
	-6
	-8

	9
	7
	5
	3
	1
	-1
	-3
	-5
	-7

	10
	8
	6
	4
	2
	0
	-2
	-4
	-6

	11
	9
	7
	5
	3
	1
	-1
	-3
	-5

	12
	10
	8
	6
	4
	2
	0
	-2
	-4

	13
	11
	9
	7
	5
	3
	1
	-1
	-3

	14
	12
	10
	8
	6
	4
	2
	0
	-2

	15
	13
	11
	9
	7
	5
	3
	1
	-1

	16
	14
	12
	10
	8
	6
	4
	2
	0


· Negative numbers indicate that that number of players will be selected for the top 8 automatically, without additional qualifiers. 

· Positive numbers indicate that that number of players will be discarded automatically, without being eligible to play a qualifier. 

· Remaining players will play a qualifying match for one of the remaining places.
